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DIVORCE RISK ASSESSMENT CHECKLIST (1) 
 

✓ FINANCIAL STABILITY - FAIRNESS 

 Have you considered the short and long- 

term consequences of the agreement in 

total? 

 

 

 Will goals such as education funding 

and/or retirement be attainable with 

this agreement? 

  
Have you prepared a post-divorce budget 

to understand needs v. wants? 

Is a 50/50 allocation of assets 
"equitable"? If the income disparity 
continues or increases over time, what 
happens to each spouse's financial 
assets? 

✓ FINANCIAL ASSETS  

 Have you reviewed current bank, 

investment, and retirement account 

statements showing most recent values? 

 

 Have all assets been properly valued 

including pensions? 

 Are there any Pre-marital or Separate 

Assets? Is there documentation as to how 

these assets were valued? 

 All assets are not equal just because they 
have the same monetary value. Have 

after-tax value, investment 

performance, and risk been 

considered? 

 

 Have penalties for pre-mature retirement 
plan withdrawals been researched? 

 
Has "True Income" from a business 

interest been properly determined? 
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✓ SUPPORT 

 Have post-divorce budgets been 

compared for "need" and "ability to 

pay?" 

 
 

 

 Have the applicable child support and 

alimony guidelines been considered? 

 Has projected monthly family income 
been reviewed to understand the financial 

impact of support ending? 

 Has “need and ability to pay” been 

reviewed by a Financial Neutral? 

 Has gross income been properly 
accounted for including bonuses, stock 

options, incentive plans, fringe benefits, 

etc. 

✓ INCOME TAXES 

 
Will the Agreement enable one or both of 

the spouses to file as Head of Houshold? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 If necessary, can a withdrawal of 

retirement funds be made without a 10% 

penalty? 

 Is there agreement as to who will claim 

a child as a dependent? 

 Has the home mortgage interest & tax 

deduction been secured for the paying 

party? 

 Has the transfer of properties been 

planned in a way that eliminates taxes? 

 Has the Settlement Scenario been 

reviewed by a Divorce-CPA or CDFA® 

for tax compliance, adverse financial 

consequences, and an assessment of 

overall financial risk? 

(1) This checklist is to bring to mind issues that many non-divorce professionals may not think about 

and is not all inclusive. Checking Yes to any or all of these questions does not constitute our review 

or approval of your Agreement. We do not provide legal advice. Our recommendations are general 

in nature and every situation is different. Please consult with a Family Law Attorney for specific 

legal advice applicable to your divorce. 

 


