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Executive Report  

Determining the amount and term of alimony that would be awarded in any given Maryland divorce 

case is truly a crap-shoot. There are very few “slam dunk,” cases where an attorney can predict with any 

accuracy how a Judge or Master will rule. In random studies prepared by trial attorneys, the results 

show that there is no set pattern that one can depend upon for predicting rulings. 

As stated in Maryland Divorce and Separation Law, there are statutory factors that Trial Judges must 

consider when awarding alimony: 

1. Ability to be self-supporting 

2. Time needed to educate or train 

3. The standard of living that the parties established during the marriage 

4. The duration of the marriage 

5. The contributions, monetary and non-monetary, of each party to the well-being of the family 

6. The circumstances that contributed to the estrangement of the parties 

7. The age and the physical and mental conditions of each party 

8. The ability of the party from whom alimony is sought to meet his or her own needs while 

meeting the needs of the party seeking alimony 

9. Any agreement between the parties 

10. Financial needs and resources 

11. Institutionalized spouse 

12. Other factors 

Several years ago, Alimony Guidelines for Maryland became available in what is currently referred to as 

the Kaufmann Guidelines. The use of these guidelines varies from attorney to attorney and county to 

county in Maryland. In most cases that I have been involved in, the guidelines are generated to give 

practitioners a benchmark or reference point to begin or aid in support negotiations. There are also 

Guidelines produced by the American Association of Matrimonial Attorneys (AAML) and a BETA Version 

Guideline generator available from the creators of Sasi-Calc. 

The genesis of this report was the passage of alimony reform in Massachusetts in September of this 

year. The significant change in that state law is the “sunset provision,” which put term limits on how 

long alimony can last. There are several categories of alimony- 

Rehabilitative – limited to five years but can be extended for “compelling circumstances 

Reimbursement – for marriages of five years or less and is not modifiable 

Transitional – also for marriages of five years or less, and limited to three years 
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General Term – for the ex-spouse that is “economically dependent” 

 The term limits on alimony under the General Term are as follows: 

Marriage Length (years) Maximum Term (percent 

of total years married) 

5-10 50% 

10-15 70% 

15-20 80% 

20+ Retirement Age per Social 

Security Act 

 

This report compares the maximum terms (years) suggested by the Kaufmann and AAML Guidelines the 

Term Limits assessed by the Massachusetts State Law. 

Assumptions/Limitations  

This Study was not intended to specifically compare the merits of the Massachusetts Law versus the 

manner in which alimony is determined in Maryland. To do so, one would have to assess the differences 

in location, population demographics, economies, etc. This study provides a limited comparison of how 

alimony term could be estimated, using the Guidelines, in Maryland non-litigated cases versus the 

maximum term allowed under Massachusetts Law. 

Generally, the Kaufman Guidelines determine amount and term (maximum length in years) based upon 

this input: 

• Age of Claimant 

• Years married 

• Claimant’s Education/Skill Level (also subjective) 

• Total number of children in the marriage 

• Number of minor children remaining after divorce 

• Gross Incomes of both spouses 

• Dependent-related medical and child care expenses 

• The primary caregiver for the child (children) 

The AAML Guidelines were taken from www.alimonyformula.com. The only input required for this 

analysis is years married and the respective incomes of the spouses. 
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The comparative results of fourteen cases
1
 are illustrated on page 4 of this report. The years married 

range from 10-25 years and Claimant ages of 45 and 51. For Kaufman Guideline analysis, Income Level 

(rather than Education Level) was used along with either one or two children. Only the Kaufman Case 

Score Summary and Recommendations regarding length of alimony are reported. 

Actual court decisions under the Massachusetts’ Law have not been used in this report. The comparison 

uses the maximum number of years that could be awarded under that law with its coinciding length of 

marriage.  

Conclusions  

The recommendations by the AAML and Massachusetts Law (ML) were very close until we entered 

“Permanent Territory.” This was a natural effect as the ML limits the term by a percentage of years 

married or retirement age as determined by the Social Security Act. 

The Kaufman Guidelines were comparatively “stingy” across the board with the one exception being the 

case where the marriage term was ten years. When it came to the possibility of Long-term or Permanent 

Alimony, Kaufman found many ways to “dance around” a likely outcome. These Kaufman comments are 

listed on page 4.
2
 

  Arguable case for some alimony 

  Very good case for long-term alimony 

  Strong case for alimony in some term 

  Long-term alimony is possible 

  Good case for permanent alimony 

  Permanent alimony is advised 

  Deserves review for a permanent award 
 

  Very good case for long-term alimony 

  Very strong case for long-term alimony 

  Certain cases…deserve review for 

permanent 

  Good case for permanent alimony 

  Permanent alimony is justified 

  Permanent alimony could be considered 

  A Permanent Award is possible 
 

 
 

 

Determination of the amount and term of alimony is still nebulous in Maryland divorce situations. There 

is no “silver bullet” to make a determination in most cases. It appears that the most prudent manner of 

determination would be for fair-minded discussions using several published Guidelines for parameters. 

The “fair and balanced” use of long-term financial projections for both parties could also clear the 

muddy waters of “need and ability to pay,” while injecting a healthy dose of realty to the case dynamics. 

                                                           
1
 These cases were randomly created by the author 

2
 Maryland law allows for Rehabilitative or “Indefinite” rather than “Permanent” Alimony. Indefinite means no end 

date unless the alimony-receiving spouse remarries or either spouse dies. Alimony awards are subject to 

modification for a “change in circumstances.” 
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Case A B C D E F G 

Income H 150,000 150,000 150,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 

Income W 24,000 50,000 12,000 12,000 24,000 50,000 36,000 

Disparity Ratio 6:1 3:1 12:1 16:1 8:1 4:1 5:1 

Years Married 10 13 13 13 13 25 25 

Income Level 8 4 12 12 11 4 6 

Claimant Age 45 45 45 45 45 51 51 

Children 1/1 1/1 2/2 2/2 2/2 2/0 2/0 

Kaufman case score summary (Comments) 

         Arguable case for some alimony 

 

X 

       Very good case for long-term alimony 

  

X X 

     Strong case for alimony in some term 

    

X X 

   Long-term alimony is possible 

    

X X 

   Good case for permanent alimony 

      

X 

  Permanent alimony is advised X 

     

X 

  Deserves review for a permanent award 

  

X X 

     Maximum years recommended 5 3 5 5 5 8.8 Permanent 

AAML (www.alimonyformula.com) 7.5 9.8 9.8 9.8 9.8 Permanent Permanent 

MASS Max 6.0 9.1 9.1 9.1 9.1 Retirement Retirement 
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H I J K L M N 

Income H 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 150,000 200,000 200,000 

Income W 24,000 36,000 24,000 50,000 50,000 36,000 24,000 

Disparity Ratio 8:1 5:1 8:1 4:1 3:1 5:1 8:1 

Years Married 18 18 20 20 20 25 25 

Income Level 8 6 8 4 4 6 14 

Claimant Age 45 45 45 45 45 45 45 

Children 2/1 2/1 2/1 2/1 2/1 2/0 2/1 

Kaufman case score summary (Comments)               

  Very good case for short-term alimony       X       

  Fair case for short term alimony         X     

  Very good case for long-term alimony X X           

  Very strong case for long-term alimony     X         

  Certain cases…deserve review for permanent X X           

  Good case for permanent alimony             X 

  Permanent alimony is justified               

  Permanent alimony could be considered           X   

  A Permanent Award is possible   X X     X   

  Maximum years recommended 7.1 7.1 9.2 6.4 5 11.5 Permanent 

AAML (www.alimonyformula.com) 13.5 13.5 Permanent Permanent Permanent Permanent Permanent 

MASS maximum percent by law 14.4 14.4 16.0 16.0 16.0 Retirement Retirement 


