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Executive Report  

Determining the amount and term of alimony that would be awarded in any given Maryland divorce 

case is truly a crap-shoot. There are very few “slam dunk,” cases where an attorney can predict with any 

accuracy how a Judge or Master will rule. In random studies prepared by trial attorneys, the results 

show that there is no set pattern that one can depend upon for predicting rulings. 

As stated in Maryland Divorce and Separation Law1, there are statutory factors that Trial Judges must 

consider when awarding alimony: 

1. Ability to be self-supporting 

2. Time needed to educate or train 

3. The standard of living that the parties established during the marriage 

4. The duration of the marriage 

5. The contributions, monetary and non-monetary, of each party to the well-being of the family 

6. The circumstances that contributed to the estrangement of the parties 

7. The age and the physical and mental conditions of each party 

8. The ability of the party from whom alimony is sought to meet his or her own needs while 

meeting the needs of the party seeking alimony 

9. Any agreement between the parties 

10. Financial needs and resources 

11. Institutionalized spouse 

12. Other factors 

In the Author’s experience in hundreds of cases since 2004, there are generally two sets of Alimony 

Guidelines that are consulted for estimating the amount and term for alimony that may be awarded in 

Maryland divorce cases namely, the Kaufmann Guidelines and the AAML (American Academy of 

Matrimonial  Lawyer) Guidelines. The use of these guidelines varies from attorney to attorney and 

county to county in Maryland. In most cases, the guidelines are generated to give practitioners a 

benchmark or reference point to begin or aid in support negotiations.  

This report, which is limited in scope to the hypothetical cases provided, compares the recommended 

term and amount of alimony provided by both Guidelines, and provides a summary of patterns that can 

be seen from the results.  

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Ninth Edition 2009 
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Assumptions/Limitations  

The Kaufman Guidelines determine amount and term (maximum length in years) based upon this input: 

• Age of Claimant 

• Years married 

• Claimant’s Education/Skill Level (also subjective) 

• Total number of children in the marriage 

• Number of minor children remaining after divorce 

• Gross Incomes of both spouses 

• Dependent-related medical and child care expenses 

• The primary caregiver for the child (children) 

The AAML Guidelines were taken from www.alimonyformula.com. The only input required for this 

analysis is years married and the respective incomes of the spouses. The AAML Guidelines are based 

upon the following concepts2: 

“The American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (“AAML”) assigned a commission to review the 

approaches used by other jurisdictions in determining spousal support. After reviewing those 

approaches, the AAML commission designed a formula that reaches results comparable to the 

majority of jurisdictions. 

  The AAML formula suggests that alimony should be calculated as follows: Alimony 

equals 30% of the payor’s gross income minus 20% of the payee’s gross income (with 

the payee’s total income including alimony not to exceed 40% of the combined 

gross income of the parties) 

This figure is then subject to adjustment if any of the following deviation factors apply: 

1.    A spouse is the primary caretaker of a dependent minor or a disabled adult child; 

2.    A spouse has pre-existing court-ordered support obligations; 

3.  A spouse is complying with court-ordered payment of debts or other obligations (including 

uninsured or unreimbursed medical expenses); 

4.   A spouse has unusual needs; 

5.    A spouses’ age or health; 

6.  A spouse has given up a career, a career opportunity or otherwise supported the career of the 

other spouse; 

7.    A spouse has received a disproportionate share of the marital estate; 

                                                           
2
 www.alimonyformula.com 
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8.    There are unusual tax consequences; 

9.    Other circumstances that make application of these considerations inequitable; or 

10.  The parties have agreed otherwise. 

In  addition,  the  AAML  guidelines  have  a  durational  component  computed  subject  to  the 

deviation factors. 

  The AAML durational component is calculated as follows:  Alimony shall be paid for 

a number of years calculated by multiplying the length of the marriage by the 

following durational factors 

• For marriages of 0-3 years: 30%; 
 

• For marriages of 3-10 years: 50%; 
 

• For marriages of 10-20 years: 75%; or 
 

• For marriages of 20 years or more: permanent.” 

The comparative results of fourteen cases3 are illustrated on page 4 of this report. The years married 

range from 10-25 years and Claimant ages of 40, 45, and 52. For Kaufman Guideline analysis, Income 

Level (rather than Education Level) was used along with either one or two children. Only the Kaufman 

Case Score Summary and Recommendations regarding length of alimony are reported. Since the AAML 

Guidelines do not include an allowance for child support calculations, the amount of child support 

calculated by Kaufmann was subtracted from the alimony suggested by the AAML for fair comparison 

purposes. 

Observations 

The Kaufman Guidelines were consistent in reference to maximum years recommended for cases A-F, 

where the marriages were for either 10 or 15 years. Kaufman recommended a maximum of 5 years for 

those marriage durations where the AAML varied from 8 years (for 10 years of marriage) to eleven for 

fifteen years of marriage.  

Once marriage duration reached twenty years, the AAML Guidelines recommended Permanent 

Alimony, no matter what the income disparity was between the parties. On the other hand, Kaufman’s 

maximum duration did not budge from 8 years until the marriage moved into the twenty-five year term 

category.  A Claimant’s age is not considered under AAML Guidelines. Although Kaufman input requires 

the Claimant’s age, it is unclear as to how this factors into its calculation of term or amount. 

                                                           
3
 These cases were randomly created by the author 
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Kaufman amount recommendations were consistently lower than AAML with the exceptions of cases D 

and K. The percentage differences in the cases where this happened ranged from a low of 1.98% to a 

high of 32.35%. 

Of particular interest was when the gross income of the higher wage earner increased from $300,000 to 

$400,000, a 33% increase. Under both Guidelines, the alimony increased by a significantly higher 

percentage. In Cases E and F, Kaufman Alimony increased by 39% while the AAML increased by 49%. 

We were surprised (shocked) with the results of Cases G and N, where we provided the Economically 

Dependent Spouse with income that may push him or her a little closer to being self-sufficient. The 

AAML was considerably more liberal in terms of amount and maximum years.  In case G, the AAML 

recommended almost 72% more alimony than Kaufman and in Case N, 133% more. In that same case, 

Kaufman recommended short-term alimony for a maximum of 5 years where the AAML stood its ground 

with a long-term marriage recommending that the term be permanent.  

 

There has been recent Alimony Reform in two states (Massachusetts and New Jersey) over the last two 

years. Florida and South Carolina could be the next states to revamp their laws.  On the other hand, 

Maryland has no definitive law nor have there been any indications that reform is being considered.  

 

Determination of the amount and term of alimony remains nebulous in Maryland divorce situations and 

spouses spend thousands of dollars in legal fees to negotiate or have a Judge determine what an 

equitable payment will be. There is no “silver bullet” to make a determination in most cases. It appears 

that the most prudent manner of determination would be for fair-minded discussions using several 

published Guidelines for parameters. The “fair and balanced” use of long-term financial projections for 

both parties could also clear the muddy waters of “need and ability to pay,” while injecting a healthy 

dose of realty to the case dynamics. 



5 | P a g e  

 
This report is for illustrative purposes only. It should not be construed as legal advice nor does it portray the outcome in any 

given legal proceeding. Individuals should seek legal counsel for advice in their personal situation. 

Copyright Faggio Financial LLC November 2014. 

 

 


